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The Content of Internship 

 Last semester, I had an internship in the 

Southern Branch of the National Palace 

Museum. My main tasks are responsible 

for helping some activities, joining some 

speeches, and passing the tour guide 

exams. However, passing the tour guide 

exam is the most important goal for the 

interns. 

 

 

 

 



Motivation 

 When I prepared the tour guide exam to 

look for the information about the 

exhibitions, I found one problem. The 

exhibits have different introduction about 

the stories between the online and museum 

information, so the assistant researchers in 

the museum also told us we couldn’t use 

the online information to introduce the 

exhibits. We have to use the museum 

information to introduce the story of the 

exhibits. Because of this event, I 

understood there were some problems that 

I didn’t notice when visiting the museum. 

Therefore, after finishing the internship, I 

made use of this chance to do this project 

to let everyone can think about some 

hidden problems that we didn’t notice 

before when visiting the museum.  



Theory 

 A theory about Jacques Derrida’s 

arguments from a book called Archive 

Fever. As mentioned previously, in the 

internship, passing the tour guide exam is 

the most important goal for all the interns. 

If we want to introduce the exhibits well, 

we have to prepare the content completely. 

Then, what is an archive? The archive is 

just like the history of the exhibits. In the 

archive fever, Jacques Derrida says it starts 

with a mark, a scratch, a blot of ink, the 

click of a typewriter, a dot. Then, sending, 

receiving, keeping, throwing, organizing, 

storing, reorganizing, indexing, opening, 

excluding. However, the stories of the 

exhibits also experienced the process, so 

the archive is just like the history of the 

exhibits. Then, the archive also includes 



the ideology. In the archive fever, Jacques 

Derrida says historians fetishized them, 

romanticize them, become seduced by 

them. Each of these marks, these acts 

presume a choice that assumes a type of 

authority. I authorize this message to you. I 

stand by this remark, this schedule, this dot. 

In these sentences, he would like to 

express people can talk and interpret one 

story or one event by their ideology. 

Therefore, when different people write or 

introduce the story, the history of the 

exhibits will be a little different.  

 

Then, use two examples to explain.  



Example 1 

 These two stories are about buddhism. 

Having some different descriptions 

between the two stories. For example, the 

online information is general. The story 

uses one simple way to introduce the 

buddhism. By contrast, the museum 

information is modified. The content is 

romanticized. The assistant researchers in 

the museum use some charming words to 

let the story become more attractive for 

audiences.  

(Online) 

 
 https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E4%BD%9B%E6%95%99%E5%8E

%86%E5%8F%B2 



(Museum) 

 

  

 For example, 佛教已在亞洲各地綻放

出豐富多元的文化花朵。, 使得亞洲佛

教藝術顯得異采紛呈、璀璨奪目。 . 

These sentences are modified by the 

assistant researchers’ ideology. What they 

think is more charming for audiences will 

be used in the stories of the exhibits. 
 

 



Example 2 

 This example is also for the same reason. 

These two stories are about the infant 

buddha. The online information introduced 

the story more completely. By contrast, the 

story from museum is reorganized. The 

story become shorter and simple to let 

audiences easily understand and learn. 

Because the assistant researchers in the 

museum think what is not necessary in the 

story, they will delete them.  

 

 

After talking about the two examples, let’s 

move to the third part.  

Online 

Museum 



Combination of Arguments 

 In this part, combining the two 

arguments. In the museum tour, the tour 

guides introduce the history of the exhibits 

to the audiences. The content of archive, in 

other words, is the content of history. Then, 

in the archive fever, Jacques Derrida says 

the archive becomes a source of power. 

The power means the archive gives people 

the power to change the content of history 

by their ideology. As mentioned previously, 

the content may be romanticized or 

reorganized. However, the audiences will 

also be influenced by what the tour guides 

introduce. Then, the audiences will also 

have different opinions about the content 

because their mind will also affect how 

they feel and think after hearing the 

exhibition tour. Therefore, the story in 



different people’s opinion may have a few 

differences.  

 

 

 

 

 

Then, use one examples to explain. 



Example 

 These photos are the tour guide exam in 

my internship. I am the tour guide. Then, 

the other person is teacher. She is the 

audience. In this exam, I use what I have 

read from the museum information to 

introduce the exhibits. Then, I also use 

more attractive ways to talk about the story. 

This is the power. I have the power with 

my ideology to let the story experience 

some process to become better. Then, after 

the audience absorbs the content, she will 

have her own thought about the story. 

Then, her ideology may also affect her to 

feel and think how the story is after 

hearing the tour guide introduces it. In this 

way, if different people introduce the 

exhibits, the story may be a little different 

to cause some disputes. Therefore, this is 



the main problem in our museum 

education.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Conclusion 

 

 

 In this project, the core is to probe the 

problems of museum education. In fact, a 

lot of stories of the exhibits in the 

Southern Branch of the National Palace 

Museum can’t be found online, they just 

can be read by the books from the museum. 

If we want to know the information about 



some exhibits, we have to go to museum to 

listen to the museum tour. However, as the 

Jacques Derrida’s arguments, the content 

will be influenced by how the tour guides 

introduce and how the audiences absorb 

and think. In shorts, I think we can reflect 

and improve this situation. Next time, if 

you have the chance to contact the 

museum education, you can think about 

the problems that I introduce in this project 

in advance. Then, try to understand the 

details of the museum education and let 

yourselves have more knowledge about it. 

 


