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Motivation

Why was this study conducted? Why was this study conducted? Why was this study conducted? Why was this study conducted? 

• Suicide rates among celebrities are increasing. (Kristina Robb-Dover, 2020)

• Since 2000s: more than 100 influencers took their own life. (Lydia, February 2023 )

• Lyrics embody a form of storytelling and emotional exploration. (Ussolichah et al., 

2021)

• No researches have been done about rapper Lil Nas X while negative words keep 

appearing in the lyrics. 

Focus on the mental risks of Lil Nas X brought out by his

comparable life obstacles



Corpus-based discourse analysis: 

Method

• Voyant

• Gathering text data from Lil Nas X's lyrics, real-life 

statements from past interviews, and official channels.

• Conducting corpus analysis and compare with previous 

psychological studies.
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Before the fame

Career peak

Over the time

✔ The song lyrics include signs of mental illness, suicidal idea, and references to death 

and departure.

✔ Frequent presence of negative words, death, leave, and away in the lyrics.

✔ 9 past events coincided with 7 risk factors for mental illness by Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC).
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Before the fame

Career peak

Over the time

• 2021: many words with negative context appeared : "die", "anxious", "fear",

"dead", "mistake”,…
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Before the fame

Career peak

Over the time

Negative context for “Gun" and “Life" - Sun Goes Down

The term "Life" : 

• Examined in the context of the song: negative connotation,

• Connected with the terms “I don't want a life" and “Send me a gun"



Motivation Finding s

Before the fame

Career peak

Over the time

Lil Nas X's Experiences That Matched Mental Illness Risk Factors
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Before the fame

Career peak

Over the time

Linguistic Evidences in Lil Nas X's Lyrics Compared to 

Suicidal Warning Signs by CDC
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Before the fame

Career peak

Over the time

Linguistic Evidences in Lil Nas X's Lyrics Compared to 

Suicidal Warning Signs by CDC



Motivation Contribution

✔ Words uses: a clear demonstration of his poor mental health

✔ Bracing the statement: experiencing an adverse childhood life clearly affected the process of 

molding an individual's personality and thoughts, or led to mental illness

✔ Providing: a better understanding of the relationship between negative music and the psychological 

darkness of music creators and celebrities

✔ Contributing to similar future discourses in the broader context of the music industry and celebrity 

culture
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